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What Geocaching is… 

Geocaching is a real-world, outdoor treasure 
hunting game using GPS-enabled devices 
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Presentation Notes
Participants navigate to a specific set of GPS coordinates and then attempt to find the geocache (container) hidden at that location.




How Geocaching started 
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Accuracy was 1000 meters until May 2000 when Clinton turned off the blocking – now about 10 meters.
May 2000, Dave Ulmer  walked out into the woods in Estacada Oregon and hid a 5 gallon bucket that contained (among other things) a can of beans. (This can still exists). By September of 2000, the geocaching.com website was up and running






Corvallis 



 There are 12 different types of Geocaches broken down into different 
categories 



Traditional Cache 
  Multi-Cache 
  Mystery Cache 
  Letterbox hybrid 
  Ape Cache 
  Whereigo Cache 
 



 Virtual 
 Earthcache 
 Locationless 
 Whereigo Cache * 
 Webcam Cache 
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Earthcaches are approved in cooperation with the US Geological Survey
They have different rules than other geocaches
Earthcache.org




 Event 
 CITO 
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Land management agencies and geocachers have conflicting ideas about the impact they are having on the environment.  Some agencies appear to be basing their impressions of the impact geocachers are having on the visual appearance of the area.  Geocachers on the other hand generally feel they are not having an impact on the area – or, that their impact is positive.  




What is the policy? 
Who made the policy? 
What information/data was used to make the 
policy? 
Was the policy proactive or reactive? 
Was there any consultation done with the 
geocaching community? 
 



• All local laws and documented land management policies apply. 
• You assure us that you have the landowner's and/or land manager's 

permission before you hide any geocache, whether placed on private or 
public property. 

• Geocaches are never buried, neither partially nor completely. 
• Geocache placements do not damage, deface or destroy public or private 

property. 
• Wildlife and the natural environment are not harmed in the pursuit of 

geocaching. 
• Geocaches are not placed in restricted, prohibited or otherwise 

inappropriate locations. 
• Physical elements of different geocaches should be at least 0.10 miles 

(528 ft or 161 m) apart. 
• Geocaches are allowed in space, on other planets and in spacecraft. 



Code of Ethics 
. Minimize my and others' impact on the 
 environment. 
. Whenever possible, Leave No Trace. 
. Obtain the best possible coordinates for your 
 cache to reduce unwarranted wear and tear to 
 the area. 
. Do not disrupt the cache area or otherwise mark 
 the hiding spot. 



• Event Caches 
• CITO (Cache in, Trash out) 









Draw attention to a new feature or program or entice new visitors 
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Set up a GeoTour



Parks or other land managers become geocache hiders! 
Use geocaching for education in your parks 
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geocaching.com offers free premium memberships to land managers. This allows you to place them where you control them. 
US Fish & Wildlife Service – series of 6 geocaches in different places in the Chehalis River Basin – visit them, answer questions and stamp your passport when you find the geocache. Return your completed passport to earn a prize.
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Hazel Hut



What is the policy? 
Who made the policy? 
What information/data was used to make 
the policy? 
Was the policy proactive or reactive? 
Was there any consultation done with the 
geocaching community? 
 



Dianna Fisher 
Forest Ecosystems & Society 
College of Forestry 
Oregon State University 
Dianna.Fisher@oregonstate.edu 
 
 

mailto:Dianna.Fisher@oregonstate.edu

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Types of Geocaches
	Geocaches With Containers
	Geocaches Without Containers
	Event Geocaches
	Policies
	Questions for Land Managers
	Guideline for hiding
	Slide Number 13
	Working with the Geocaching Community
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Champoeg State Park
	Slide Number 18
	Using Geocaching to their advantage
	Citizen Science
	Slide Number 21
	Contact:

